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3% 4 : The Changing Landscape for Elementary School English Education in Japan:
Preparing Future Teachers for Future Challenges
PARKIN, Douglas (Yamaguchi Gakugei University)

The purpose of this presentation is to outline the new reforms given by MEXT and to see if the
presenter’s course Methods of English Language Education ZZiEFE#HEE (/)N) meets the
requirements of the new course of study for elementary school education, which is to be fully
implemented by 2020. The presentation will give a brief history of English education in Japan,
summarize elements from the new course of study given by MEXT, then illustrate the
methods used in the presenter’s course. The presentation will analyze the methods and
theories used in the Methods of English Language Education course given by the presenter
and will discuss how it has met the needs given by MEXT, and in some cases how it has not.
In addition, the presentation will highlight curriculum changes given by MEXT with regards
to new textbooks, and the hours of instruction requiring incremental modifications from
2018-2020. The conclusions of this presentation will address the items which need to be
changed in the presenter’s course and will offer solutions to meet the new requirements given
by MEXT, regarding the Methods of English Language Education BRI ZH 1 (/) course of

study for university students, studying to become elementary school teachers.



